RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
Polite, conventional, full of elegances of phrase, he
avoids crises and appeases opposition. All the while
he is confident in the knowledge of belonging to the
governing type. Wherever Geoffrey is in a Govern-
ment his chiefs can be sure is a little pocket free from
the mistakes that accompany shoddy and impatient
workmanship. But could this pale Galahad ride at
the head of a charging cavalcade? Till the people's
taste for romance is quite dead, and till there are no
longer any knights left to satisfy it, a Lancelot from
the ranks of chivalry may be preferred as leader
in battle. But where to-day will you find your
Lancelot?
Lloyd and Butler exhibit the prim accuracy of
Cambridge. Turn back to Oxford and contemplate
Mr. R. A. Bernays, Parliamentary Secretary to the
Ministry of Transport. His mind responds swiftly to
attacks, hostility and comedy.. When, as a Samuelite
Liberal, he entered the House in 1931, he was on the
staff of the News Chronicle. When, as a Liberal, he
declined to accompany the rest of his group into
formal opposition, he and his paper parted company.
This treatment, for which no doubt his employers had
excellent reasons, depressed him profoundly. He
could mournfully complain "Am I not a snappy
journalist?" And certainly he wielded a pen quite
as robustly as he spoke.
But opportunities soon came to him. In his earlier
Parliamentary days the Government's foreign policy
seemed flagrantly vulnerable; a little later the Labour
Party attracted his carefully planned assaults. He had
visited Germany and was both depressed and im-
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